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3. Mission
The mission of JAAT is to disseminate quality scientific knowledge through a transparent,

ethical, and rigorous peer-review process while promoting excellence in agricultural research,
innovation, education, technology transfer, and policy development.
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4.4 Agricultural Engineering and Emerging Technologies
. Farm power and mechanization
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Editorial decisions are made independently without discrimination based on nationality,
institutional affiliation, gender, race, religion, or political beliefs.
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to uphold internationally recognized principles of research integrity and publication ethics
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EDITORIAL NOTE

Journal of Agriculture and Agricultural Technology (JAAT)

Volume 15, Issue 3 | September 2026 | Quarterly Edition
ISSN: 1597-5460

Dear Esteemed Readers, Scholars, Authors, Reviewers, and Contributors,

It is with great pleasure and renewed commitment that the Editorial Board of the Journal of
Agriculture and Agricultural Technology (JAAT) presents Volume 15, Issue 3 (2026). This issue
marks another important stage in the continuing development of the Journal and reflects our
commitment to scholarly excellence, timely publication, accessibility, and international
engagement.

Since the transition to a quarterly publication schedule, JAAT has continued to strengthen its
editorial processes, broaden its disciplinary coverage, and improve the dissemination of
agricultural research and technological innovations. This progress has been supported by the
dedication of our authors, reviewers, Editorial Board, Advisory Board, institutional partners, and
readers.

Consolidating the Quarterly Publication Framework

The quarterly publication of JAAT represents an important step in the Journal's evolution. It
enables the Journal to provide a more regular platform for the dissemination of scientifically
rigorous and practically relevant research addressing contemporary challenges in agriculture and
agricultural technology.

JAAT remains committed to publishing research covering areas including sustainable crop and
livestock production, agricultural mechanization, climate-smart agriculture, food and nutrition
security, agricultural economics, rural development, agricultural extension, horticulture, fisheries
and aquaculture, forestry and wildlife, food technology, biotechnology, digital agriculture,
artificial intelligence, and other emerging areas of agricultural science and technology.

A Strengthened Editorial and Advisory Structure

The reinvigoration of the Editorial Board and International Advisory Board represents another
significant milestone in the development of JAAT. The renewed structure brings together
scholars and professionals with diverse expertise across agricultural sciences and related
disciplines.

The broader disciplinary and geographical representation of the Boards is expected to strengthen
the Journal's editorial capacity, enhance the peer-review process, encourage international
collaboration, and provide strategic guidance for the continued development of JAAT.

The Editorial Board remains committed to maintaining rigorous standards of academic quality,
research integrity, transparency, and responsible scholarly publishing. We recognise that the
credibility and reputation of a journal depend fundamentally on the quality and integrity of its
editorial and peer-review processes.
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Moving Towards an Independent Digital Platform

As part of the next phase of JAAT's development, the Journal is also working towards migration
to a new independent Journal website.

This initiative is intended to provide JAAT with a modern, professionally structured, and easily
navigable digital platform that better reflects the Journal's current academic status and future
international outlook. The new website will be designed around standard scholarly journal
practices, with clear separation of essential journal functions and information.

The planned platform will provide convenient access to:

e About the Journal and its scope;

« Editorial and Advisory Board information;

e Aims and scope;

« Author guidelines and manuscript preparation requirements;
e Online manuscript submission;

o Peer-review and editorial processes;

« Publication ethics and research integrity policies;

o Copyright and licensing information;

e Open-access policies;

e Current and archived issues;

« Atrticle-level information and abstracts;

« Editorials and announcements;

o Publication charges and other relevant author information;
o Contact and institutional information.

Particular attention will be given to ease of navigation, professional presentation, mobile
accessibility, search functionality, article discoverability, and long-term access to the Journal's
archive.

The migration will also provide an opportunity to standardise the presentation of JAAT in
accordance with recognised scholarly publishing practices and to establish a stronger digital
identity for the Journal.

Importantly, the migration is intended to preserve the continuity of JAAT's publication history.
Existing published content and archival records will be carefully maintained and organised so
that readers and researchers can continue to access previous and current publications.

Improving Journal Presentation and Standardisation

Alongside the new digital platform, JAAT will continue to strengthen the standardisation of its
journal formatting and presentation.

The Editorial Board will progressively review the presentation of articles, tables, figures,
references, article metadata, author information, editorial information, and issue structure to
ensure greater consistency across the Journal.

The objective is to provide readers with a professional and familiar scholarly publishing
experience while making articles easier to read, cite, discover, and access.

The Journal will also continue to improve its online-first and open-access publishing initiatives
to support wider dissemination of published research and facilitate engagement with the
international academic community.
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Strengthening Scholarly Quality and Integrity

JAAT remains firmly committed to maintaining high standards of scholarly integrity.
The Journal will continue to strengthen:

e rigorous peer review;

« transparent editorial decision-making;

e publication ethics;

o appropriate authorship practices;

« conflict-of-interest disclosure;

o plagiarism prevention;

« responsible use of artificial intelligence in scholarly publishing;
e correction and retraction procedures;

e research integrity; and

« continuous improvement in manuscript quality and presentation.

The Editorial Board appreciates the important role played by reviewers in maintaining these
standards. Their careful assessment of manuscripts and constructive recommendations to authors
are essential to the integrity and quality of the Journal.

Looking Ahead

As JAAT enters this next phase of development, our priorities include strengthening the Journal's
academic reputation, expanding international authorship and readership, improving digital
accessibility, enhancing editorial efficiency, and increasing the visibility and discoverability of
published research.

We will continue to encourage multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research that contributes to
sustainable agricultural development and addresses emerging challenges in food systems,
environmental sustainability, technological innovation, climate change, rural transformation, and
food security.

The planned independent website, together with the strengthened Editorial and Advisory Boards
and the quarterly publication framework, forms part of a broader effort to establish a more
modern, accessible, transparent, and professionally managed scholarly publishing environment
for JAAT.

Appreciation

On behalf of the Editorial Board, | express sincere appreciation to the Editorial Board Members,
International Advisory Board Members, peer reviewers, authors, readers, institutional leadership,
and all other contributors whose commitment continues to support the development of JAAT.

We particularly appreciate the continued support of the all the Schools of Agriculture and the
Federal University of Technology, Minna, as well as the contributions of scholars and
professionals who have supported the Journal's development.

The confidence of our authors, the dedication of our reviewers, and the engagement of our
readers remain the foundation of the Journal's progress.
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An Invitation to the Agricultural Research Community

JAAT warmly invites researchers, academics, postgraduate students, practitioners, policymakers,
extension professionals, industry stakeholders, and development partners to continue submitting
high-quality original research, review articles, technical contributions, and other scholarly works
relevant to agriculture and agricultural technology.

We also welcome collaboration with researchers and institutions across Nigeria, Africa, and the
wider international academic community.

Closing Remarks

Volume 15, Issue 3 represents more than another quarterly publication. It reflects JAAT's
continuing journey towards greater scholarly excellence, stronger international engagement,
improved digital accessibility, and a more robust contribution to agricultural knowledge and
innovation.

As we move towards the next phase—including the migration to an independent and
professionally structured Journal website—we remain committed to building a more visible,
accessible, navigable, credible, and internationally connected Journal of Agriculture and
Agricultural Technology.

We thank our authors, reviewers, Editorial and Advisory Board members, institutional partners,
and readers for being an integral part of the JAAT journey.

We look forward to your continued support and engagement.
Yours sincerely,

Yours sincerely,

Prof Olushola John Alabi
Editor-in-Chief
Journal of Agriculture and Agricultural Technology (JAAT)

Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria
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